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more customary in man than to recognize superior
Visdom in the person of his oppressor. This political
omnipotence of the majority in the United States
"doubtless augments the influence which public
opinion would obtain without it over the mind of
tach member of the community ; but the foundations
of that influence do not rest upon it. They must be
sought for in the principle of equality itself, not in
the more or less popular institutions which men living
under that condition may give themselves. The
intellectual dominion of the greater number would
probably be less absolute among a democratic people
governed by a king than in the sphere of a pure demo-
cracy, but it will always be extremely absolute ; and
by whatever political laws men are governed in the
ages of equality, it may be foreseen that faith in public
opinion will become a species of religion there, and the
majority its ministering prophet.
^ Thus intellectual authority will be different, but
it will not be diminished ; and far from thinking that
it will disappear, I augur that it may readily acquire
too much preponderance, and confine the action of
private judgment within narrower limits than are
suited either to the greatness or the happiness of the
human race. In the principle of equality I very
clearly discern two tendencies ; the one leading the
mind of every man to untried thoughts, the other
inclined to prohibit him from thinking at all. And
I perceive how, under the dominion of certain laws,
democracy would extinguish that liberty* of the mind
to which a democratic social condition is favourable ;
so that, after having broken all the bondage once
imposed on it by ranks or by men, the human mind
would be closely fettered to the general will of the
greatest number.
If the absolute power of the majority were to be